Po MMA? 1-11 
UE 


THE. 


Peculiar Advantages 


THE ENGLISH NATION; 


CELEBRATED 
IN A SERMON, 
ON SUNDAY THE FOURTH OF NOVEMBER, 


BEING THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH-DAY OF 
KING WILLIAM THE THIRD. 


By the Rev. C. E. DE COETLOGON, A. M. 0 


— 


Mezeray, the celebrated Hiſtofian, who, about the Begin- 
71 ul King William's Reign, converſed with a Perſon 
vality 2 the Difference of the Government in 
75 rance and England, broke out into theſe Expreſſions—— 
O Portunatos ! 715 | bona nirint, Augligenas !_ 


When Thoſe, whom Heaven diffinguifbes o'er Millions, 
And ſhowers profuſely Power and Splendor on them, 
Whate'er the ann Heart can wiſh, when They, 
Accepting the Reward, neglect the Duty, 

Or — 5 thoſe Gifts to Deeds of Ruin, 

Is there a Nation then, ſo baſe, as They ? a 
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* APOLOGY, 
TO THE PUBLIC. 


IF has been faid, in the great Senate of 
the Nation, by one of the brighteſt political 
Laminaries of the Age, that, The Clergy 
have no Buſineſs with Politics.” A Senti- 
ment, which, in my humble Opinion, ought 
to have been treated with unanimous In- 
dignation. For, is not a Clergyman, a 
Man? Is he not a Citizen? Is he not 4 
Member of Society? And, Is it not his Duty, 
in his compound Capacity to be a Patriot ? 
if, by that, be meant a Lover of his 
Country. 


I know not, from whence ſuch a Seati- 
ment could ariſe in the Breaſt of a warm 
Contender for all the Principles of The 
glorious Revolution ; unleſs it were from the 
extemporaneous Impulſe of democratic Ty- 

A 2 ranny 
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ranny, or of - democratic Fen : eſpecially, 
| when it is recollected, that, The glorious 
Revolution itſelf was materially owing to 
the cool, conſciencious, and intrepid Firm- 
neſs of ſome of the Clerical Order. 


_ With this Example before my Eyes, and 
though a certain Writer, whoſe. Terms of 
ſtudied Reſentment and Rancour Iſhall not 
condeſcend, to imitate, has thought proper 
to denominate me, ** @ ridiculous Vidtim, an 
mmfignficant Sacrifice, an illiterate Zealot,” for 
an official Sermon on the Teft- AF —I have 
_ nevertheleſs ventured to take another Li- 
berty with the Public; by ſubmitting to 
their Conſideration, in theſe critical Times, a 
conciſe View of The peculiar Advantages 
we enjoy, as a Nation — which, I flatter 
myſelf, the candid and impartial among 
them will not deem m/ign/ficant, or ridicu- 
lous, however illiterate they may be pro- 
nounced: by illiberal Faction, and _ 
| "EM —_— 
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Amidſt the various Contentions for The 
Rights of Man — which have both diſtin- 
guiſhed, and diſquieted the Peace of, the 
preſent Century, let us not preſume upon 
particular Rights, to which we can have no 
excluſive Claim in our individual Capacity; 
which have no Foundation in the Laws of 
God, or Nature, of Reaſon, or Policy. The 
Rights, I mean, to dictate to others - to 


govern for Ourſelves—to inſult the Perſon - 
of the Sovereign—to libel the Conſtitution 
or, to ſport with the Religion of the 
Country. Theſe are Rights, which too 
many have arrogated to Themſelves ; but 
which can never be defended upon any of 
the eſtabliſhed Privileges of good Senſe, po- 
litical Decency, perſonal Candour, ſocial 
Virtue, or chriſtian Piety. 


But, though certain Rights have been 
improperly aſſumed, to which none are le- 
gally entitled, every Man, of every Rank 
. 1 and 


TE 
and Claſs in Society, has a natural Right, 
aud equal Liberty, to celebrate the Privi- 
leges and Bleſſings of a Conſtitution, to 
which he is ſo much indebted for his per- 
ſonal Security and Comfort. And, I know 
not, whether ſuch a Meaſure may not be 
particularly becoming the clerical Cha- 
racer, 


For, have we not had too much Reaſon 
given us to think, that the Language of 
mere Politicians is the Language of Accom- 
modation to the Party, to which they are 
attached—in ſome Inſtances, perhaps, even 
more than to the real Intereſt of their Coun- 

try? Have we not had ſufficient Proofs, that 
they may beevery thing, but what they ſeem? 
and mean any thing, but what they ſay ? 
We muſt be ſtrangely infatuated indeed, if 
we are not convinced by this Time, that, 
Political Genius, and Enterprize, without po- 
litical Integrity and Virtue, are as likely to be 


the Ruin, as the Glory of any Nation. FA 
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Let every Man therefore, whatever be 
his Station, civil or eccleſiaſtical, conſider, 
that, ** The Service of our Country, ac- 
cording to our reſpective Capacities, and in 
our different Spheres, whether public or 
private, is no chimerical, but a real Duty. 
He, who admits the Proofs of any other 
moral Duty, drawn from the Conſtitution 
of human Nature— from the Fitneſs. of 
Things—or, from the Doctrine of Chriſti- 
anity, muſt admit them in favour of this 
| Duty, or be reduced to the moſt abſurd 
Inconſiſtency. And, when once the Duty 
is admitted, the Obligations to the Per- 
formance of it, are in proportion to the 
Means and Opportunities he has of per- 
forming it; and nothing can diſcharge him 
from theſe Obligations, ſo long as he has 
any Means and Opportunities in his Power, 
and ſo long as his Country may be in want 

of his Services.” 


Should 
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Should the following Thoughts have 
their intended Effet on the Mind of the 
Reader; the Object is anſwered, and the 


Writer will have his ample Reward. In 
that caſe, the preſent Apology will be 
thought irrequiſite ; and it will be con- 
feſſed, that, 9 


10 A Cauſe, like This, is its own facrament : 

& Truth, Juſtice, Reaſon, Peace, and Liberty, | 
AT eternal Links, that claſp the World, are in it; 
« And He, who breaks heir Sanction, breaks all Law, 
And infinite Connection. © - L 
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PSALM 147. 20. 


HE HATH NOT DEALT SO WITH AN X 
NATION: AND AS FOR His JUDG- 
MENTS, THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN 

f THEM. PRAISE YE THE LORD. 


— 


This Day is become rather illuſtrious, 
in the Aunals of the Britiſh Empire, for the 
Nativity of a Perſon, whoſe Memory, in a 
political point of view, and as an Inſtru- 
ment of God to us for national good, de- 
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ſerves a Place in our higheſt Eſtimation. 
King William the Third, and, The glorious 
Revolution, are Ideas, which almoſt un- 
avoidably affociate in our Minds; aud 
Ideas, which inſpire every Lover of his 
Country, and indeed every Friend of Man- 
kind, with the moſt agreeable and ani- 
mating Senſations. 


For the particular Hiſtory and CharaQter 
of this Prince, as well as for all the con- 
curring Circumſtances of that Event, for 
which it is ſcarcely poſſible, but that his 
Name ſhould be immortal, and his Re- 
membrance forever dear, 1 ſhall refer you 
to thoſe. who have written profeſſedly on 
the ſubject . Much however it is to be 

£ ON lamented, 


* I cannot avoid ſeizing the preſent Opportu- 
nity to remark here, that, It was this Sove- 
reign, who in the very laſt Speech he delivered from 
the Throne, if I miſtake not, has theſe Words — 
Let me conjure you to diſappoint the only Hopes 
of our Enemies by your Unanimity. I have ſhewn, 

and will always ſhew, how deſicous I am to be 
The dommon Father of all my People. Do you, in like 


Manner, lay aſide all Parties and Diviſions, Let 
| | there 
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lamented, that, in our celebration of re- 
nowned Characters, uncommon Events, 
and ſecond Cauſes, we are exceedingly apt 
to loſe ſight of The great firſt Cauſe ; which 
it is among the principal Deſigns of ge- 
nuine Religion, to keep continually in our 
eye. In conformity to which, and under 
whoſe direction, I ſhall embrace the pre- 
ſent very ſeaſonable opportunity, of point- 
ing out the peculiar Advantages and Blefl- 
ings, which, as a Nation and People, it has 
been our Privilege to enjoy, for more than 
a Century, above all other Nations and 
People upon the Face of the habitable 
Globe. 


It is hardly neceflary for me to remark, 
that the Paſſage I have choſen, for this 
purpoſe, has its original Application to the 
Children of Iſrael. Nor thail I ſtay to 
prove from hiſtorical Fact, by any minute 


there be no other Diſtinction heard among us for the 
future, but of thoſe, who are for The Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and The preſent Eftabliſhment, and of thoſe, who 
mean a Popiſh Prince, and a French Government.“ 
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Detail, the ſtrict Propriety of its Application 
to them. It will be of greater Conſe- 
quence and uſe to us, to demonſtrate, that, 
among all the Kingdoms of the known 
world, at the preſent Period, there is none, 
beſide that to which we belong, of which 
it can be ſaid, with ſuch an Emphafis of 
ſuperior and favourable Diſtintion, He 
hath not dealt so with any Nation. 


As Method and Perſpicyity—to fay no- 
thing of Utility—are almoſt inſeparably 
connected, in the Communication of Know- 
ledge, the Diſpoſition, of what we have to 
ſubmit on this Occaſion, ſhall be according 
to the following Plan. We will endea- 
daour to take a conciſe, yet comprehenſive 
View of this Nation, in its political, arti- 
ficial, and commercial Superiority, over all 
others: After that, in its re/ us Advant- 
ages: And then, in nbeſſary deduction 
from theſe Particulars, in its peculiar Obliga- 
ton to praiſe the Lord. 


t The firſt Object of our Conſideration 
is to be, The Superiority of our own Na- 
tion 


1 


tion over every other, as to its political 
Conſtitution — its artificial and literary Im- 
provements — and its commercial Benefits. 


By the political Conſtitution of any King- 
dom — notwithſtanding the perplexity and 
confuſion, in which ſeditious and deſigning 
Perſons may have attempted to involve ſo 
plain and ſimple a Thing — common Senſe, 
and common Honeſty, will always ſuppoſe 
is intended, zts particular Form or Mode of 
Government: its legal and eſtabliſhed Prin- 

ciples, whatever accidental deviation from 
thoſe Principles may ariſe from unforeſeen 
Contingencies, from the Neceſſity of the 
State, or from any other Cauſes. 


In the general Hiſtory of the World, 
there appear to have been only three ſyſte- 
matic, eſtabliſhed Forms of Governmens 
of human Contrivance ; three difterent 
political Conſtitutions—ſomewhat variouſly 
modified : which are univerſally recog- 
nized by the diſtinguiſhing Titles of, Re- 
publican — Ariflocratic — and, Monarchical. 
Each of theſe, it is contended, has its 

ME Advant- 
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Advantages, and its Diſadvantages ; the 
former of which have been magnified, and 
the latter diminiſhed, according to the al- 
moſt infinite Diverſity of Prejudices, from 
Education, Intereſt, Connections, Tem- 
pers, Locality, and the like, by which In- 
dividuals will unavoidably be actuated, and 
influenced. (T For, among the great Maſs 
of Mankind, it is hardly to be expected, at 
a moderate computation, that more than 
One in a Thouſand will weigh any Sub- 
ject, in the equal Balances of Impartiality, 
and Truth. 


It may indeed be obſerved here, that, 
mankind are neither born Politicians, nor 
are they required to be ſo. The various 
"Diſtributions of Providence, which does 
not ſeem to have deſigned us for A State of 
_ Equality, in any reſpe&, renders it next to 
impoſſible. "They may reaſon, they may 

argue, they may philoſophize, and they 
may rage according to their different Ca- 
pacities, Complexions, and Characters; but 
the Number of thoſe, who underſtand only 
The Science of Government, as a Matter of 
Specu- 
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Speculation, - is 'comparatively very few — 
and of thoſe, ,who. underſtand The, Art gf 
Governing, as a Matter. of Practice, is much 
fewer ſtill. It is more natural, however, 
for human Beings to indulge their Conceit, 
than to acknowledge their Ignorance ; to 
flatter their Vanity, than (confeſs their In- 
ſufficiency. - And, therefore, it will too 
often occur, that the very Perſons, who are 
the leaſt informed, will be the leaſt ſenſible 
of it; and imagine themſelves the moſt 
competent to judge, and to determine, as to 
the Merits and Demerits of every Species of 
Government — whether it be denominated, 

Republican, Ariſtocratic, or Monarchical. 


Indeed, the more intelligent Part of 
thoſe, who have accuſtomed themſelves to 
think with calmneſs upon a Subject of ſuch 
comprehenſion and magnitude, would do 
well to recollect, that, 6 The Philoſophy 
of Government, is one Thing; the Policy 
of Government, is another. That may be 
very fine in Philoſophy, which is very falſe 
in Policy. He muſt have made but very 
ſmall Acquiſitions indeed in the Science of 

=" '< Men 
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Men and Manners, who does not know 
how vaſt the Difference is between what 
ought to be, and, what muſt be. That, 

Honeſty is the beſt Policy, is a Maxim in 

Conſcience and Morals, we cannot but ap- 

prove and commend ; but it muſt become 
an univerſal practical Principle, before it 
can be applied with Safety as a Maxim in 
the SSIS of en 7 


To return, An ine this ſhort Di. 
greflion. Admittiug, upon Principles of 
Fairneſs and Candour, that each of the diſ- 
tin& Forms of Government, which have 
obtained amongſt Men, has its reſpective 
Excellency, let us admire, let us ſtand 
aſtoniſhed at the Goodneſs of that. Provi- 
dence, which endued our Forefathers with 
ſach Wiſdom and Sagacity, as to blend to- 
gether the Advantages of them all, in The 


Not that the Writer means to contend for that 
Sort of Policy in States, which includes in it Diſ- 
ſimulation, Craft, Falſehood, or Miſrepreſentation— 
but That only, which is neceſſarily implied in the 
Terms, Privy C. i — Cabinet — and Secretary * 


State. 
- Hans - 


— 
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| beautiful Fabric of the Engliſh Conſtitution. 


For, from One of the three Eſtates of which 
it conſiſts, we derive all the real Benefits, 
which can be conceived to flow from the 
well- regulated Will of THE PeoPLE. 
From Another, we experience all the poli- 


tical Utility, that can reſult from the moſt 


natural intermediate Power—that, of THE 
NositiTY. And from the Third, all the 


Vigour, Importance, and Dignity, which 


ought to reſide in the repreſentative Head 
of a great Nation, and which we have long 
enjoyed in A LIMITED MONARCH. 


In every Government, properly conſti- 
tuted, there muſt be three Sorts of Power 
ſome where — the /eg:/latrve, the executive, 


and, the judiciary. According to the Man- 
ner in which thoſe Powers are depoſited, 


muſt be the Security, the Peace, and the 
Proſperity of the Publick, or otherwiſc. 


And, without a preciſe Analyſis of each 


Particular, let it be ſufficient to ſtate, that, 
it would require ſomething more than the 
Wiſdom we are likely to meet with in the 
preſent Age, to entruſt theſe ſeveral Ts 
wit 


( 20 ] 
with greater Accommodation to the good 
of the Whole, in any Mode ſuperior to 
that of the political Conſtitution of our own 
Country. ws Aike 


« All Men, as it has been frequently 
obſerved, - naturally defire Riches and 
Power; and almoſt all Men will take every 
Method, to attain them. Hence the Dif- 
ficulty of governing them, and of inſti- 
tuting a Government equally proper to re- 
Arain, and to protect them; and hence the 
Inſufficiency of any fimple Form of Govern- 
ment, to provide for the Happineſs and Se- 
curity of Societies. An arbitrary Prince 
will quickly grow into @ Tyrant. The un- 
controuled Dominion of the Nobles will as 
certainly produce Oligarchy, or, the Tyranny 
of @ Few; that is, Pride, Combination, 
and Rapine in the Sovereigns, and Miſery 
and Dejection in the Many. And the un- 
reſtrained Licentiouſneſs of the Multitude 
will beget Confuſion and Anarchy. To 
provide againſt theſe certain and eternal 
Evils, mixed Forms of Government were in- 
vented 3 where Dominion and Liberty are ſo 

© equally 


1 
equally tempered, and ſo mutually checked, 
one hy another, that neither of them can 


have Intereſt and Force N to oppreſs 
the other.” - 


ex © It requires therefore our beſt 
Thoughts, and met vigorous Reſolutions, to 
preſerve our Conſtitution entire in all its 
Parts; without ſuffering any one Part to 
prevail fo far over the other, as to-reduce it 
to any fimple Form of Government, which 
muſt always end in Tyranny.” | 


To all this, we are by no Means inſen- 
ſible, it will be objected and there is no 
Objection more frequently repeated, nor 
any perhaps more eagerly embraced, 
though it has nothing to recommend it, 
but ſpecious Plauſibility — and very little 
more to ſanction it, than the natural pro- 
penſity of Mankind to Diſcontent, and love 
of Change; it will however be objected, to 
all that can be urged, in favour of our 
happy Conſtitution, that, 2 Defects are 
many, and its Abuſes great“. 


Be 
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Be it remembered, in reply, that, The 
beſt Things are always liable to the worſt 
Abuſe—and, in too many inſtances, this is 
generally the caſe: that, in the Inſtance 
before us, the Fault is not in the Frame of 
our Government, but in the unconquerable 
Depravities of thoſe, who are connected 
with it, and which indeed are, more, or 
leſs, the Diſgrace of our common Nature: 
and that, Political Reformers have them-. 
ſelves been known to commit more atro- 
cious Crimes, when the Temptation of 
Power and Opportunity has offered, than 
thoſe they have fo ſeverely cenſured and 
condemned in others *. 


All of us agree, that, We are born to Liberty; 
and that, It is our Duty to preſerve it. And yet, 
the moſt ingenuous Writers will confeſs, that, it is 
impoſſible to prevent the Ah¹e of it, without running 
2 great Hazard of deſtroying Liberty itſelf. So that 
the Queſtion is, Whether we ought to give up the 
great Advantages of Liberty, rather than ſubmit to 
the Inconveniences, which muſt naturally attend it. 
And is not the ſame Mode of reaſoning equally ap- 
plicable to our own Conſtitution ? 


Not 
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Not that it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
propoſe ſuch Conſiderations, as theſe, by 
way of Reply — though they certainly 
ought to have their proper Weight. It 
might have been ſufficient to have re- 
marked, that, In all human Affairs, every 
Thing is defective — unleſs it be in the 
Imagination of an Abfraft Utopian, Ab- 
tract Man — Abſtratt Rights — Abſtraft 
Power — Abſtraft Laws — and Abſirat} Le- 
giſlatures, are the pleaſing Sports of philo- 
ſophical Reverie, and ſolitary Seclufion : 
but, in the wide Converſe of the World, a 
very little Obſervation muſt convince us, 
that, however agreeable in Idea, like the 
Flights of a poetic Fancy, they exiſt no 
where but in the Brain of their Creator. 


It is a Poſition, we may venture to lay 
down with a degree of Confidence, not to 
be aſſumed, becauſe not defenſible, on ſome 
other Occaſions, that, && From the Mo- 
ment, in which our firſt Parents were ex- 
pelled the Paradiſe of Eden, to the preſent 
Period, there has been no perſect Character, 
among the mere Sons of Men — ng perſect 

. Society. 
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Society — no perſect State. And, if there be 
no Government approved, till it be found 
free from Imperfettion and Abuſe, we muſt 
remain diffatisfied to the End. 


To expect Inconveniences, in all Cir- 
cumſtances and Situations, which relate to 
the Hiſtory of Man, and to be reſigned to 
them, is the charaQeriſtic Evidence of a 
comprehenſive, a benevolent, and a chriſ- 
tian Mind. Some, however, as the im- 
mortal Bacon has long fince remarked, 
affect to procure Reputation, only by ſtart- 
ing Obje#ions. But, who would envy the 
Felicities of a Diſpoſition, that, like the 
moping Owl, is always blinking at the 
Light of Day ; or, like the ſurly Cynic, 
the minute Philoſopher, and the faſtidious 
Reviewer, 1s waſting its Time and Spirits 
in nibbling at Defects, when it might be 
exhilarating both, in admiring Beauties! 
Why ſhould not the excellent Rule of 
Horace, in The Art of Criticiſm, be equally 
Excellent ju "The Art of Government 
Non ego paucis 


* Offendar Maculic—ubi plurima nitent. 


After 
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After all, let the Circumſtances of Abuſe 
and Imperfection, which have no doubt 
been ſufficiently exaggerated, be whatever 
they may — though it is far from our De- 
ſign to juſtify the one, or to commend the 
other — ſuch is nevertheleſs the palpable 
- Superiority of our political Conſtitution 
over every other, beneath the canopy of 
heaven, that we ought to behold it with 
Lyyalty, Veneration, and Eftcem; and, 
with ſuitable Affections to the great Bene- 
factor of the World, to exclaim, He HATRH 
NOT DEALT 80 WITH ANY NATION. 


The Cauſe for this grateful Effuſion will 
not at all be leflened, if we dwell a little, 
as it becomes us to do, upon that rich Va- 
riety of Advantages, which, as a Kingdom, 
we derive from the Improvement of Arts, 
and from the Cultivation of Science. If 
the ſeveral Arts of Agriculture—of Archi- 
teture—of Sculpture—of Painting-—of 
Poetry—of Muſic — or, of War; if the 
Extenſion and Univerſality of Commerce; 
if the Sciences of Philoſophy—of Ethics 
of Civil Law—of Metaphyſics—of Mathe- 

4 | matics 


matics—of Navigation —and Aſtronomy z 
if theſe, I fay, be conſidered as Sources of 
Honour and of Happineſs to a Nation, is 
there any Nation, that, in either of theſe 
Reſpects, in Arts, in Sciences, or in Cam- 
merce, has exceeded our own ? Nor let me 
forget to remind you, that, The Reaſon, 
in all probability, why we are ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed, in theſe particplars, 
is, the Spirit, the Genius, the comparative 
Perfection, at leaſt, of our political Conſtitu- 
tion, or, Mode of Government. But I muſt 
haſten now, to a more important Diviſion 
of the Subject before us — which is — to 
- point out The religious Advantages, it is our 
Privilege to enjoy above every other Na- 


tion. 


PART 


En 
PART II. 


WurN the inſpired Penmatr of the 
Pſalm, from which the Text is ſelected, 
was celebrating the providential Diſtinctions, 

by which the Jewiſh People had been ex- 
cluſively favoured, he crowns them all with 
ſaying, as the Conſummation of every other 

Bleſſing, He ſheweth his Word unto 
Jacob, his Statutes and his Fudgments unto 
Iſrael. He hath not dealt ſo with any Na- 
tion ; and, as for his Judgments, they have 
not known them. Praiſe ye the Lord.” 


By his Word, I hall not ſtay to recite the 
numerous Authorities, which it were very 
eaſy to adduce from the ſacred Code, to 
| ſhew, that we ought to underſtand, divine 
Revelation, in general. As it is written, 
„What Advantage then hath the Jew ? 
or, What Profit is there in Circumciſion ? 
Much, every way: chiefly, becauſe unto 
them were committed The Oracles of God. 


0 By 


Bu 

By the Statutes and Judgments of the 
Lord, I ſhould conceive it proper to un- 
derſtand, the particular Contents of that 
Word: the former, in reference to his 
divine Ordinances, or Inſtitutions —and, 
the latter, to the Sentiments and Deciſions 
of the only wiſe God, reſpeding the great 
Points, of true Religion and Virtue—the ſu- 
nene. 
. State. 


% 80 that, if, amidſt all the vexatious Dif- 
ference of Opinion, which obtains in the 
World, we really defire to know, what is 
the Tudgment of God, as to the preſent ter- 
reſtrial Scene of Things — its Riches, its 
Pleaſures, its Honours, its Friendſhip, Per- 
ſuits, and End; or, if we with to be ac- 
quainted with the Judgment of Heaven, as 
to our religious State and Character, or as 
to Religion itſelf what it is its Nature, 
Operations, Uſes, and Excellency, we muſt 
have recourſe to his own divine Oracles. 
To the Law, and to the, Teſtimony.“ as 
faith the Prophet Iſaiah; + becauſe, if 
they ſpeak not according to his Rule, there 
Dr is 
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no Light in them.“ They alone ate 
able to make us wiſe unto $2/vation, through 
Faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. For all 
Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God: 
and is profitable for Doctrine — for Re- 
proof for Correction — and for Inſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs; that the Man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto 
all good Works.“ 


But, in order to be properly impreſſed 
with a Senſe of the great Advantages of 
a divine Revelation, as ſuch - we ſhould 
ſtudy the Neceſity of it, in the Hiſtory of 
thoſe Nations, which have been left to a 
worſe than Egyptian Darkneſs —to their 
own unnatural, and almoſt incredible Su- 
perſtition — and, ſtill more incredible, Ido- 
; . latry; We ſhould conſult, with Attention 

and Diligence, the Pages of Heathen Stay; 
and, if we read them with the Obſervation 
of intelligent Beings, and in the ſerious Re- 
collection of that ſupernatural Light, which 
is come into the World, much as we may 
- admire in a due Degree the Maxims of 


VINE and the moral Hints, which oc- 
| 9 2 _ caſionally 


: 
| ; 
| 
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cafionally emitted from the unillumined 


Minds of a Socrates, a Plato, an Ariſtotle, a 


Pythagoras, or a Seneca, we ſhall hardly be 


able ever to take up our BIBLE, without 


being ready to ſay, Thanks be to Cod, for 
THIS UNSPEAKABLE Gir! 


To excite ſuch Emotions, as theſe, in 
our Breaſts, and to render them, by Habit, 
a kind of Second Nature, ſhould we not do 
well to meditate, with intenſe Application, 


on that deplorable Ignorance, that painful 


Suſpenſe, that agitating Uncertainty, that 
reſtleſs Scepticiſm of Thought, in which, 
without this merciful Diſplay of heavenly Be- 
neficence, we muſt all have been involved? 
failing for ever on the troubled Ocean of 
unſatisfied Enquiry — toffed on the Billows 
of Doubt and Apprehenſion, without any 
Ark of Repoſe for the Mind—and wretch- 
edly benighted, as to all the vaſt Concerns 
of Religion, the Soul, and an eternal 
Scene. ö pity) 


It would be no leſs becoming 42 | 
nity of thoſe intellectual Powers, with 
which 
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which we are created, to conſider again the 
very peculiar Advantages, which we, as a 
Nation, enjoy, in this Reſpect, compared 
with the antient Jews — the Members of 
the Romiſh Church—and, the Diſciples of 
Mahomet, the notorious Arabian Impoſtor. 


For, with the Whole of divine Revela- 
tion, complete in all its Parts— which the 
Iſraelites themſelves, antecedent to the apoſ- 
tolical Age, had never poflefled ; with that 
Revelation, entirely free from all the Hor- 
rors, Perverſion, Errors, and Apoſtacy of 
Popiſh Abominations, and unadulterated 
with the monſtrous Extravagance, the pre- 
poſterous Abſurdities, and the contemptible 
Falſhoods of the Mahometan Profefſion— 
We may read, and mark, and learn, and in- 
wardly digeſt it, without any Fear or Inter- 

ruption, either from civil Deſpotifm, or from 


ſpiritual Tyranny. 
What, therefore, the Jews, as a $8 


high Diſtinction, of ineſtimable Value, en - 


joyed in Part — W have, in Perfection. 
What They had in Promiſe, Type, and Pro- 


— 
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pbeſy, We. have in Fulfillment, For, 
God, who at ſundry Times, and in divers 

Manners, ſpake unto the Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken 
unto us by his Sox; who is the Alpha and 
the Omega, the Beginning and the End of 
the Law and the Prophets, for Kighteouſneſs, 

unto every One that beheveth in Him.” 


In ſubordination to The ſacred Scriptures, 
and as a ſecondary Mean or Inſtrument of 
promoting both national and perſonal Re- 
ligion, we have An ecclefiaftical Eftabliſhment 
which, if not the very beſt within the 
Regions of Poſſibility, is certainly the beſt, 
that has ever yet been deviſed by human 
Wiſdom. An Eſtabliſhment, which, in 
Point of Dactrine, is too pure and uncor- 
rupt, to admit of any Alteration without a 
manifeſt Injury to its Chriſtian Excellence 
— ſo long as we adhere to the Revela- 
tion of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner 
Stone; in whom, all the Building, ficly 
framed together, groweth unto an holy 
e in the Lord.“ 


To 
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To quarrel therefore with the Doctrines 
of our national Church, is, in my humble 
Opinion, to quarrel with the eſſential and 
characteriſtic Articles of our moſt holy 
Faith, And thoſe, I apprehend, are the 
ſevereſt Adverſaries to the former, who 
. have the leaſt cordial Attachment to the 
latter. They would allure us indeed with 
the inſinuating Charms of Liberality of Sen- 
timent—of Candour—and univerſal Charity. 
In other words—and they are the Words of 


One, who was altogether perfect in theſe 


reſpects ** They come to us in Sheep's 


cloathing ; but, like the falſe Prophets, 


there referred to, they may nevertheleſs be 
inwardly ravening Wolves.” Beware of 
theſe Men. Strip them of their faſcinating 
Diſguiſe, and let them but appear in their 
proper Colours, and, peradventure, amidſt 
all their enchanting Pretences, the moſt 
ſtrenuous Advocates for Liberality of Sen- 
timent may become the moſt inexorable 
Perſecutors — juſt as the moſt declamatory 
Pleaders for Liberty, at one Time, have 
been the moſt virulent Oppreſſors at 
another, | 


4 .-_ 


. 
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With ref; pect to the Liturgy, and the 
Forms of our national Church, I might per- 
haps be cenſured by ſome, whom I mean 
not to offend, and be ſuſpected by others of 
exceſſrve Partiality, were I to utter all I 
think, and feel, upon that Subject. Apo- 
logies have been publiſhed in their Defence; 
but, I preſume, they need none. There is 
nothing in either, that the Judgment of 
unbiaſſed Reaſon can condemn, or that the 
Modeſty of Religion need to bluſh at. Nor 
can I withold from ſaying, till I am con- 
vinced of my Miſtake, that, they contain 
nothing, but what ſound Devotion may 
juſtly admire, and what the Weakneſs of 
Prejudice alone will ever induce us to de- 


grade, 


As to ſome of the more obſolete Cuſtoms 
of our Eſtabliſhment, fince Time has 
thrown them nearly out of Sight, the 
Spirit of Benevolence, good Temper, and 
that Love of Unanimity, which ought cer- 
tainly to be encouraged, and prevail, ſhould 
keep them at this Period, as much as poſ- 
fible out of Contention and Diſpute. Or 
55s | elſe, 
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elſe, what is it, but to ſacrifice that very 
Charity and Candor, which we profeſs to 
exalt, to perſonal Affectation and Singu- 
larity ? 


Heſides— is it liberal? is it manly? is it 
amiable? is it virtuous, to inſult a national 
Church, when the civil Legiſlature has 

granted A Toleration to thoſe, who, from 
Principle and Conſcience diſaffect it? May 
not its Friends, and its Members, be fole- 
rated too? May they not be deemed 
to act from equal Integrity and Conſci- 
ence—though they ſo widely differ from 
Difſenters of various Denominations —» 
who, by the way, as widely differ from 
each other? Why ſhould the tolerated 
be ſo very intolerant? Why be fo warm 
in the Cauſe of their own Liberty of 
Conſcience, and yet fo averſe to that of 
others? Be it ſo—as we are frequently re- 
minded, that ſome among us are ſo awfully 
deſtitute of inward Morality, as to ſub- 
ſcribe to Articles of Faith, for the Sake of 
 Preferment, which they totally diſbelieve, 
ſo much the worſe for Them. Still, it is 
to 
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to their own Maſter, and not at your Bar, 
they are to ſtand or fall. Who art thou, 
that judgeſt another Man's Servant?“ Let 
us conſider Things, not in their minute 
Circumftantialities, but in the grand Scale; 
let us not be ſo much engroſſed by the com- 
paratively immaterial Concerns of Indi- 
viduals, but take our Impreſſions from a 
public Spirit, and the public Good; and 
then, we ſhall at leaſt be ſo much the 
wiſer and happier, as we ſhall be the more 
united, and diſagree the leſs ; and then, 
ſurrounded, as we certainly are, with every 
Superiority, political, commercial, and reli- 
gious, we ſhall be compelled to ſay, of the 
great Author of all, HE HATH NOT DEALT 
$0 WITH ANY NATION. 


Upon this preſumption, we may very 
confidently proceed, to enforce the ſpecial 


Obligations, we are all of us under, To praiſe 
the LORD. | 
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PART III. 


| A LL Obligations ariſe, in the very Na- 
ture of Things, from certain Benefits re- 
ceived, And, as theſe Obligations muſt 
always be in Proportion to the Benefits re- 
ceived, whether more or leſs, it will rea- 
dily be admitted, I ſhould imagine, that a 
Senſe of theſe Obligations upon the Mind 
and Heart ought to be exactly in the ſame 
Proportion, 


In the preſent Caſe, it has been all along 
taken for granted, that, g There is a ſus» 
perintending Providence, which directs and 
governs all Things, however inviſible the 
Hand, in Heaven and in Earth: and, that 
the Riſe, Progreſs, and Perfection, the De- 
cline and Fall of Empires and of States, 
depend entirely upon his uncontroulable 
Will and Pleaſure. 


| Whether, or not, this be a firſt Principle 
of the Religion of Nature, it is perhaps 


the Lord, in his own excellent Greatneſs— 
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more eaſy to aſſert, than to prove. Be 
that as it may, it is the uniform Declaration 
of that ſacred Volume, which we conceive 
to be the only infallible Teacher, that the 
Creator of the Univerſe has given to the 
Children of Men, 


The particular Title, by which this 
Creator, or ſuperintending Providence, is 


here repreſented to us, is, THE Lord: 


which is very well underſtood to fignify, 
his unbounded Dominion, and ſovereign 
Authority, over all Worlds, Perſons, 
Events, and Things — together with his 
original, independent, and unalienable Pro- 
pnety in them. As Tax Loxp, He is 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of Heaven and Earth. Thine, 
O Lon, is the Greatneſs, and the Power, 
and the Glory, and the Majeſty ! Thine 


is the Kingdom, and Thou ruleſt over 


All.“ 


Upon this Account, whether we con- 
template the divine Being, the triune God, 


in 


11 
in the Glories of his eſſential Nature — ii 
the Manifeſtation of his Attributes — or in 
the more eſpecial Diſplays of his Goodneſs, 
he is incontrovertibly the proper and ſu- 
preme Object of PRAISsE to all created In- 
telligencies. An Object too, in the cele - 
bration of whoſe Praiſes, we can be in no 
Danger of falſe Panegyric, of Adulation, 
or Exceſs. And, to praiſe the Lord, is one 
of the Ways, in which, he is pleaſed to in- 
form us, he is glorified and exalted by his 
reaſonable Creatures. 


If we would be furniſhed with the moſt 
ſublime, animating, and devout Specimens 
of the Nature of that Praiſe, which is ac- 
ceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt, we have 
nothing to do, but to conſult The Book of 
Pſalms ; where we ſhall ſoon be taught, 
what is the holy Enthuſiaſm, the divine 
Fervour of a grateful Heart; where we 
ſhall ſee, that, in this particular Exerciſe 
of a pious Mind, to feel, is to be fired; that 
Reaſon herſelf is tranſported into a hea- 
venly Paſſion; and, that the Form of 
Godlineſs is elevated into the moſt ardent 

| Power 
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Power thereof. Nor let it ever be ſup- 
pofed, that Incenſe uninflamed, the dull 
cold Efforts of what has of late been re- 
commended to us as rational Chriſtianity, 
can poſſibly ſupply the want of thoſe ſweet 
Odours of the Heart, which are the ge- 
nuine Fruits of diuine and Ay 
Grace 


Mere the Subject under our immediate 
Diſcuſſion limited to Individuals, as ſuch— 
were it not addreſſed to you rather as Mem- 
bers of the * 3 would ne 


I. — ns tha. very erg State of Religion, or 
rather, from the rapid Increaſe of Infidelity and Ir- 
religion in this Country, I could wiſh it might de 
enquired, whether much of it be not owing to the 
mere moral Preaching of the Times: to the frequent 
Repetition of ſuch Terms, as theſe, in our Pulpits— 
The Light of Nature — The Religion of Reaſon — The 
Difates of natural Conſcience—and the like, to the 
total Neglect of the Style and Language of the ſa- 
cred Writings — the Operations of the holy Spirit 
and the Influences of divine Grace. Would Voltaire, 
Roſſtau, Mahomet, or any of their antichriſtian Diſ- 
ciples, object to this Mode of Preaching? In fan, 
it has ſerved their * — more than that of 
Revelation. 

- 7 me, 


12 1 

me, from the official Situation, in which I am 
placed, to recall to your Memory the count- 
leſs Bleſſings you have received from the 
divine Bounty in every Stage of your Exiſ- 
tence, and in every various Allotment of 
Life. The Bleſſings, which appertain to 
your mortal Body, and the ſtill more in- 
eſtimable Bleſſings, which belong to a rea- 
ſonable and immortal Soul. Blefhngs, with 
which we are ſupplied from every different 
Element —from the particular Spot, in 
which we have been born— from the Cli- 
mate, in which we live—and, from the 
Relations, with which we are connected. 
To be unaffected by fuch a Multitude of 
Bleflings, as theſe, to be unmindful of the 
Hand from whence they flow, to forget to 
call upon our Souls, and all that is within 
us, to praiſe his holy Name, would betray 
a Degree of Ingratitude, at which a Hea- 
then, not to ſay a Chriſtian, ought to be 
confounded. e 


But, it has been our Object, to excite 
your Attention more eſpecially to the na- 
tional Bleſſings, by which we are /o emi- 
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| nently diſtinguiſhed, To A glorious Revd- 


tion, as in ſome Meafure the principal 


Source of them all, under the divine Pro- 
vidence. Inaſmuch, as we are bound to 
aſcribe to that Event, our compleat Deli- 
verance from Popiſb Tyranny, and from ar- 
bitrary Power. An Event too, which ſtands 
upon Record as a Memorial to every ſuc- 
ceeding Age, that, As Providence has 
endued Royalty with Power, for the ſole 
- Purpoſe of increaſing the Happineſs and 
Security of Mankind — when a Monarch, 
forgetful of this indiſpenſible Duty, would 
diveſt himſelf of the paternal Character for 
that of A Tyrant, the Bonds of Obedience 
are looſed ; and a Nation, not habituated to 
Slavery, will no longer regard him, but as 
an Idol of their own Formation, which 
Reſiſtance can reduce to its primitive In- 
fignificance.” To this Doctrine, we are 
indebted, for THE 1LLUsTRIOUs Houss 
of Hanover; and, for the preſent moſt 
highly, univerſally, and juſtly eſteemed . 
Sovereign of theſe Realms. Won Gop 
PRESERVE |! 
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With regard to The Manner, in which it 
becomes us to expreſs our Gratitude and 
Praiſe to God, for numberleſs Obligations 
to him we will endeavour to be as brief, 
as Propriety will ſuffer us to be. The Piety 
of your Attention, it is to be hoped, will 
make amends for the Conciſeneſs of our 
Remarks. 


he it remembered then, that, in praiſing 

the Lord, we muſt be principally careful 
that our Hearts are in,waraly affected with a 
Senſe of his Goodneſs. Truth, or Since- 
rity, in the inward Parts, is an expreſs Re- 
quiſition of the Moſt High God, in this re- 
ligious Exerciſe. God is a Spirit: and 
they who praiſe him, as well as thoſe, who 
worſhip him, muſt praiſe him, and worſhip 
him in Spirit and in Truth. 


It ſhould be remembered again, that this 
Impreſſion of the divine Favours ſhould 
not only be internal, but 'abiding. Inſtead 
of being ſuſpended, or diminiſhing at all, a 
very little ſerious Reflection will be ſuf- 
ficient to convince us, that it ought. to be 
| N unin- 


as »- 
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uninterrupted and increaſing. For, though 
the Bounties of Heaven, we have already 
received, ſhould provoke our habitual 

-  - Praiſe, when we recollect, that they are 
daily renewed, and continued, the Flame of 
our Thankfulneſs ought to be forever 
burning to the Honour of the Lord. 


There is yet another Circumſtance, 
_ which ſhould be always uppermoſt- in our 
Memories and Minds— which is, that, 
e All the Advantages, with which we are 
indulged by the divine Providence and 
Grace— whether they be national or per- 
| _fonal, civil or religibus, are not only to be 
enjoyed with Gratitude, but to be moſt 
conſcienciouſly improved to the Glory of 
the Giver, and to our own higheſt Con- 
cerns—to the Intereſt and Welfare of our 
immortal Souls. 


r tt ee bo. ͤ 00 ˙Ü un 5 4 


A Declaration, like this, and cloathed in 
ſuch Terms, will have but little weight, 
it may be ſuppoſed, with thoſe, whoſe 
Minds are fo greſly materialized, as to have 
admitted the heatheniſh Doctrine of ſome 

x | modern. 
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modern Philoſophers, with reſpe& to the 
Foul ; or the ſtill more heatheniſh Doctrine 
of thoſe, who would baniſh the divine 
Providence, and all the Influences of Re- 
ligion, from the Government of Nations 
and Empires. With People of this Stamp, 
all Ideas are to be ſwallowed up in what 
they ſhall determine to be The Rights of 
Man; and, with Them, national Religion 
and national Policy, like t two parallel dts: 
are never to meet. 


Fro ſuch however, as are not ſunk ſo 
very low into a kind of brutal Degeneracy, 
as to ſet Legiſlation and Piety at war with 
each other, we may ſtill hope for ſome can- 
did and favourable Attention, while we ob- 
ſerve, that, At the final Audit of Ac- 
counts, at the Judgment of the great Day, 
unto whomſoever much has been given, of 
him much will be required. It will then 
appear, that national Privileges have been 
not only a Gift, but a Truft 3 a Talent, to be 
improved, as well as a Blefling to be en- 
Joyed. The Poffeflion of extenfive Pro- 
perty — ſuperior Endowtnents of Mind 
elevated Rank in Life — the Religion of 

'D 2 our 
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our Country, in its preſent State of Purity 
and Reformation —and the Freedom of our 
happy Conſtitution, while they are all of 
them diſtinguiſhed Favours of the divine 
Providence, are Favours, for which he will 
come to reckon with his Servants, as the 


| tremendous Judge of quick and dead, 


«to the Faith of that eventful Criſis, upon 
which the everlaſting Fate of the whole 
human Race depends -in the View of that 
univerſal Revolution in the Hiſtory of all Na- 
tions and People, not to be ſolemn, is to be 
callous to the nobleſt Feelings of an Ini- 


mortal; not to be affected, is to be impious. 


Suffer me then, from the preſent State of 
Europe, and in this Hour of ſerious Re- 
flection, to conclude with 'a Remark, or 
two, which, I perſuade myſelf, is by no 
Means unſeaſonable, and which, I am very 


CH; is N well-meant. 


You appt bas obſerve, 1 think, that, 
i of the Converſation of theſe unuſual 
Times is turning continually upon the poli- 
zical Regeneration of Kingdoms — the cri 
Conftitution + of States — and, the natu- 

0 | ral 
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ral Liberties, or, Rights of Man: Theſe 
are the almoſt uninterrupted Themes of the 
daily Papers, of the various Publications 
iſſuing from the Preſs, and of general Diſ- 
courſe in every Claſs of Society, - - 


Allow me then, very earneſtly to re- 


commend it to you, as profeſſing the Reli- 


gion of Chriſt — while others are talking 


about the political Regeneration of King- 
doms, to be ſtudying the Nature of that 


ſpiritual Regeneration, upon which our 


bleſſed Saviour ſo much inſiſted, in his 
ever memorable Conference with Nicode- 
mus — a Maſter in Iſrael; the abſolute 


Neceſſity of a perſonal Acquaintance with 


which, he enforced, from this very awful 
Conſideration, that, without it, we never 
can be admitted into the nn. of 


Heaven. 


While others are agitating — and in too 
many Inſtances, with much more Zeal than 
Knowledge, with much more Heat than 
Diſcretion, the comparative Excellencies 


| of the different Conſtitutions in civil Go: 
vernment, 


Importance to you, than that of The Rights 
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verninent, do you be examining into The | 
Conflitution of Man. An Enquiry, in the 
great Scale of Things, of infinitely higher 


of Man, as to his political Immunities. 


By The Conftitution of Man, is intended 
here, your own Conſtitution, as an immor- 
tal Individual—conſiſting of Spirit, Soul, 


and Body; as a rational, intelligent, and 


accountable Creature; as a Subject of the 
moral Government of God— before whom 
you mult very ſhortly be ſummoned to ap- 
pear. And, therefore, when I urge upon 
you this Study, it is not upon the unſatis- 
factory Principles of Philoſophy merely 
human; or of unenlightened Reaſon, but 


upon the more deciſive Principles of divine 


Revelation. Study your Self, your Na- 
ture, Character, State, and End, in the 
faithful Mirror of The Oracles of God. 


And, while others are contending for that 
equal Liberty, which they aſſert to be the 
natural and unalienable Right of Man, as 
Mat—and Mn for it, with as much 

4 Ardor, 


1 
Ardor, as they ought te do for Glory and 
Immortality in a future World — do you 
be no leſs fervent and anxious for that Li- 
berty, which is indeed the only true, The 
glorious Liberty of the Children of God — the 
Liberty, wherewith ' Chriſt came down 
from Heaven, to make his Servants free, 
And, If the Son ſhall make you free, ye 
hall be free ade. 


In a Word; while ſome are irritating 
the Minds of the Ignorant, and others are 
inflaming the Spirits of the Seditious ; 
while ſome are exciting Faction, and others 
are provoking Diſcontent, and Both are 
labouring with all their Powers and Influ- 
ence, to effect An mglorious Revolution in 
Chureh and State—do you be employed in 
recounting the numerous Bleſſings, and 
peculiar Advantages, with which we are 
favoured by the divine Providence above 
every Nation in the known World, For, 
He hath not dealt so with any Nation. 
Therefore, | | 
 PrAlsE YE THE LORD, 


FINIS. 
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